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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [11.18 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Iraq and War Against Terrorism - Adjournment Debate 

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [11.18 pm]:  I will speak briefly about one of the reasons I was tired 
and grumpy this evening, as is everybody.  The reason I was grumpy during the committee stage this evening 
was related not to the committee stage, but to another issue.  Unfortunately, the media has confirmed, through 
the words of George W. Bush, that the current military involvement in Afghanistan is not the end of the so-called 
war against terrorism.  Its engaging in a war means that the country must now work out how it puts itself 
together.  Despite the major human rights issues in that country and all of the human tragedies involved with 
that, it appears that that is not enough.   

The media tonight confirmed that George W. has his eyes set on a military invasion of Iraq.  His statement 
referred to those countries that harbour weapons of mass destruction and do not allow weapons inspectors.  I was 
immediately reminded that the United States does not allow weapons inspectors of any kind.  Further, countries 
like Israel also have weapons of mass destruction and do not accept weapons inspectors.  It is not a matter of 
whether countries have weapons of mass destruction.  We are fully aware that the United States has developed 
biological and chemical weapons as part of its weapons programs.  This House is currently debating the issues 
surrounding the US’s new missile program.   

This is not about weapons of mass destruction; it is a blatant excuse for further militarism.  It appears to be 
related to the oil issue and the unfinished business of the father of the current President of the United States.  I 
want to put on the record that some people in the world can see through that and are horrified by it.  Those 
people realise that there will be further loss of life.  This action is needless, stupid, senseless and belligerent, and 
it is opposed by many people in the community.  I do not pretend to speak for this House on this issue.  
However, I hope that members of this Parliament think about this very carefully and have at least some debate in 
their party rooms.  In my opinion, Australia has erred in its support of the military action.  I hope it decides to 
not support any military involvement in or bombing of Iraq on the pretext that such action follows the line of a 
war against terrorism.  It will become a war in the Middle East for someone’s personal crusade.  

Question put and passed.  

House adjourned at 11.21 pm 
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